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Court and spark
KATE SHIPMAN, Dana Brown, and Erica

Gunter are teenagers who share a skill they’re

pretty proud of: They can all dribble two or

three basketballs at a time. They can even

combine that feat with turnarounds and

through-the-legs maneuvers. Something else

the girls have in common makes their skill on

the court all the more remarkable: all are

being treated for brain tumors.

Kate, Dana, and Erica are among the young

brain cancer patients who have discovered

new wellsprings of self-confidence, coordina-

tion, and fun through Hoop Dreams Basketball

Academy. A basketball skills program designed

for children battling life-threatening illnesses at

Duke and UNC hospitals, Hoop Dreams is

the brainchild of former Durham Academy

basketball coach Michael Zeillmann—known

affectionately to his charges as Coach Mike

or Coach Z—and Duke neuro-oncologist

Henry Friedman, MD. 

“There's power in learning something like

this,” says Zeillmann. “One of our girls had

trouble bouncing basketballs when she

started. Now she's already working with three

balls more than 25 dribbles at a time. We try

to boost the kids’ confidence

and make sure they have

fun in the process.”            

Zeillmann, 31, played

varsity basketball in

high school and

college and has

long combined

his love of

basketball and

teaching by

coaching and

mentoring kids

seeking to

improve their

skills. While serving as

coach at Durham Academy

a few years ago, Zeillmann

met and began mentoring

Friedman's daughter, Sara. 

“I was impressed by Mike's ethics, his

behavior with the kids, his personality,”

Friedman recalls. "And the more I saw what

he was doing with Sara and the other kids,

the more impressed I became." So, during a

one-on-one talk one day, Friedman asked

Zeillmann what his dream was. 

As chief of neuro-oncology at Duke,

Friedman knows a lot about helping people

stay focused on their dreams, rather than the

daunting obstacles that are often in their way.

Besides his family (with his wife, Joanne

Kurtzberg, MD, chief of the Duke Pediatric

Stem Cell Transplant Program, he has two

kids) and fighting brain tumors, he counts bas-

ketball as his third driving passion. 

So when Zeillmann said that he hoped to

some day have a gym where he could work

with children and give something back to the

community, Friedman saw a unique opportu-

nity. He quickly went into action, contacting

friends in the area—including several Duke

alumni and parents who are now successful

business owners—who could help make

things happen. Together, several of them

established a nonprofit corporation that would

lay the groundwork for Hoop Dreams. “We

formed a group bonded by this notion of

sports and children,” Friedman says.          

The Hoop Dreams leadership optioned a

25-acre site at South Roxboro Street and

Martin Luther King Drive, where they plan to

build a dedicated gymnasium for the program.

Fundraising for the facility has begun, and

Hoop Dreams board member Anthony Dilweg,

a former Duke football player who is now a

local real estate developer, has pledged to

build it at cost. Meanwhile, Duke Athletics

Director Joe Alleva agreed to let Hoop Dreams

meet in any available Duke gym, including

Cameron Indoor Stadium, until the group’s

own facility is ready.

Currently, 19 children with life-threatening

illnesses, including 13 patients from Duke with

brain tumors, leukemia, sickle-cell anemia, and

other diseases and 6 leukemia patients from

UNC, gather at least once a week to hone

basic basketball skills and develop some

special tricks. Sometimes Zeillmann gets help

from guest coaches, such as former Elon

University head basketball coach Mark Simons,

who is married to “Coach G,” Duke women’s

basketball coach Gail Goestenkors. Sometimes

the kids are joined by members of the Duke

teams, who give them good-natured mock

competition and sign autographs to boot.

In coming years, Hoop Dreams may expand

to include free skills training camps for special-

needs children from a broader geographic

area, as well as paid camps and classes to help

pay for the nonprofit activities.

“We're not going to be developing a feeder

system for the NBA,” Zeillmann says with a wry

laugh. “But we can help kids develop some

confidence and learn some special things that

average kids can't do well.”

If you are interested in helping Hoop Dreams

fulfill its mission, please contact the program

at 919-479-6069 or send an e-mail to:

info@hoop-dreams.net. For more information,

visit www.hoop-dreams.net.
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Coach Michael Zeillmann (center) teaches young patients new

tricks through the Hoop Dreams program.

RALEIGH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (RCH) has been a part of the Duke University Health System (DUHS) for more than five years and a part of

the Raleigh community for much of the past century. This summer, however, the 186-bed hospital is reintroducing itself to Raleigh residents

with a new name and expanded services including new cancer and cardiovascular centers. 

Effective June 2004, the hospital is renaming itself Duke Health Raleigh Hospital. The new title strongly identifies the facility with the expert-

ise, value, and cutting-edge technology of Duke University Health System, administrators say. The name also reinforces Duke’s ownership of the

hospital as well as the convenience for Wake County residents of having “Duke at your doorstep.”

“Since DUHS purchased the hospital from HCA in 1998, we have expanded the Duke services offered at Raleigh and see the hospital as a vital

part of our strategy to increase services in Wake County—the fastest growing county in North Carolina,” says Ralph Snyderman, MD, president

and CEO of the health system.

Raleigh Community CEO Jim Knight adds that the name is more telling of those expanded services. “Duke Health Raleigh Hospital is a name

that speaks to our ability to provide a spectrum of health care options including education, treatment, wellness, and prevention,” he says.

What’s in a name—Duke care close to home

New Cancer Center

ONE OF THE EXPANDED services will be the

new Duke Health Raleigh Cancer Center,

opening in June 2004.

The 22,400-square-foot facility will contain

the latest radiation therapy technology, as

well as expanded conveniences and support

services. The $7.2-million project includes

radiation therapy equipment with a new

dual-energy linear accelerator and on-site

simulation service. 

With patient rooms designed to respect

privacy and confidentiality, the center’s added

space also includes areas for on-site social

services, nutritional support, and other allied

health care workers involved in providing

comprehensive, multidisciplinary services for

oncology patients and their families. Patients

and staff also will benefit from new educa-

tion suites, as well as conference and medical

education space.

In addition, the Cancer Center will intro-

duce the newly created position of patient

care coordinator to facilitate patients’

treatment and ensure the best delivery

of care.

Todd Sigmon, director of Cancer Services,

said the center will allow the hospital to better

serve patients by providing the most advanced

technologies for treating cancer and offering a

full array of services. “The new facility also

offers a blend of academic and community

medicine,” he said. “The vast majority of

cancer services at our facility are provided by

community physicians; the linkages to Duke

will enhance clinical quality allowing access to

current research and proven protocols here in

our community setting.”

New Cardiovascular Center

IN ADDITION TO the Cancer Center, the

hospital also is opening the new Duke

Health Raleigh Cardiovascular Center at

the end of May. The centerpiece of this

$2.3-million project is a Fixed Diagnostic

Cardiovascular Catheterization Lab. 

RCH Chief Operating Officer Tom

Hanenburg said the addition of the cardio-

vascular center “dramatically improves RCH’s

ability to provide comprehensive cardiovas-

cular services to the community.”

Intensive Care Unit
Renovations

THE HOSPITAL IS not only expanding cancer

and cardiovascular services, but renovating

the Intensive Care Unit. Scheduled for com-

pletion in Fall 2004, enhancements will

include expanded patient rooms; an all-

encompassing nursing station at the bedside

that will allow nurses to do charting, take

phone calls, and have computer access; and

a centralized physician documentation

station with state-of-the-art features. The

unit also will contain a new private physi-

cian/family conference room as well as a

dedicated special procedure room with

optimal space for invasive procedures.

In June, Raleigh Community Hospital becomes

Duke Health Raleigh Hospital.


